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Elsa Egon is a pseudonym. I grew up in Naples (b.1981). After graduating in

architecture, I've moved to France. Self-taught artist, I used to work with different

materials and technics. During the Covid crises, I've started to make portraits.

These are oil on canvas painting. After a first solo exhibition in Naples in 2008, I

was a finalist of the 2017 award 44 ideas for viadellafucina16 by a committee of

scientists and also one of 40 finalists for the Art Prize CBM Premio Carlo Bonatto

Minella Forme e materia dell'attesa, which led to an exhibition in Turin and then at

Galerie Českých centre, Prague in 2018. The online curator, Madja Edelstein-

Gomez, has selected my work for Les Recombinants Exposition International d'art

presented for the first time at Art O Rama in 2017.I continue to show my art by

participating in calls for applications, exhibitions like Paratissima 15 Multiversity

in Turin, Salon d'Automne in Paris, and ITSLIQUID International Art Fair 2020 in

Venice. My latest works have been published in Artist Talk Magazine in Issue 14

and 15! I've won the Collector's Vision International Art Award by Contemporary

Art Curator Magazine in May 2021



 What is art for you? How do you convey

message through your art?

Where do you find your inspiration?

Art is first and foremost a way to feel less

lonely. If you think about it, it doesn't matter at

what point in your life, in what state of mind you

find yourself in front of a work of art, in what

situation, in what ways, it can always bring you

something. Both as a spectator or as a creator, a

work can really make you feel a connection with  

something else. It is as if that work, beyond the

author, was there in the world just for you. Art

has this ability to sustain you. For me, producing

for a long time was the only way to keep going. I

believe that artists are people who work out of

generosity, the emotion that is contained in a

work is held within it and continues to vibrate.

At the moment when this force can be shared

and offered to others, art really achieves its full

meaning.

In my work, I try to address my idea of art as a

vector of communication with others. I believe

this transmission is possible because in my work

I try to be as authentic as possible when it

comes to feelings: the material, the color, the

form, but above all the emotion that the subject

conveys to me. 

I have to be ready, strong, alone. Creating work

requires a lot of energy.

Now I’m mainly working on bodies. In general,

they are people I know. They are portraits I

produce from photos. Most of them are made

on the spot. Painting a body is very emotional.

Of course, it paves the way for painting itself,

but it is always a great challenge for me. 



How is being an artist nowadays?

The body, even if more and more threatened

today, is the only thing we still have. When I

paint the bodies of people who are suffering, it

is above all a message of strength and courage

that I would like to convey, the same strength

that I find in them. 

When I paint landscapes, I try to approach

them in the same way. The main subject is

treated first, in a way it highlights its strengths

within its fragility. The rest of the composition

is treated with colors, to emphasize the

presence of this person. I try to paint a rib to

give it the same importance as I give to a leg or

an arm... the type of reflection does not

change; the body is like a landscape. Then the

color embraces everything in the background

and puts the subject back to the centre of the

canvas..

 

To my mind, it's a long search to really feel

free to follow the path you want. There might

be a lot of background noise, a lot of pressure.

Yet, it is clear that there are also a lot of

possibilities, but I think the most important

thing is to give yourself the opportunity to

explore your medium freely. To be able to

listen to yourself, art is your life's work.

Did you change your style over the years? In

which way?

I’ve changed my style, my approach to art,

over the last years.

For about twenty years I only created abstract

works. Perhaps following the trauma of

producing mainly self-portraits, because that

was, at the very beginning, my only subject.

When I was young, I couldn't stand the

pressure of other people’s gaze, their

judgement. Despite the abstract form of my

works, my first solo exhibition was one of the

hardest trials of my life! Afterwards, I took

refuge in the production of poor works as

much as I could: I did not think it was

necessary to produce anything else. I made my

paintings from waste materials so as not to

add anything else to the world. When my last

production consisted of just a cloth and a

piece of leather, I thought I had nothing else to

say or convey! And figurative painting

reappeared, as something which came back to

light in a gentle way.

Did you enjoy cooperating with us? 

I am really grateful for the opportunity to

work with you!

www.elsaegon.fr


