
Decheng Cui

Dynamic Artists of
Contemporary Art
Decheng Cui, a visual artist from China living in Chicago, USA. I am now focusing

on my series of solo exhibitions, four independent and interconnected solo

exhibitions. I will exhibit my second solo exhibition in Chicago at the end of this

year. I am now preparing ways to promote this solo exhibition.



What is art for you? 

Where do you find your inspiration? 

The purpose of my work is to use it to fight fear

from death. Since the demise of the flesh is

inevitable, then I can only find ways to plant the

fragments of my soul among human

civilizations, to root it to console myself.

Therefore, it is unimportant to me that what

kind of art language I use, and it play a whole

key role in my work that what kind of my

concept, my soul, in it.

I was very afraid of death when I was young. I

remember when I first entered elementary

school, I was frightened and vomited at the

dinner table because I imagined that the feeling

without any feelings after death. Since then, the

fear of death has often caused me insomnia and

palpitations. This state of life has always

tortured me, and I haven't found a way to

alleviate, until I started my artistic creation.

Whenever I make a concept of mine in a piece of

artwork, I can feel that the fear of death has

been reduced. Every piece of my work is a child

of my soul to me, and they carry on the genes of

my soul.

The content of my artistic creation is mainly

inspired by philosophy and basic sciences. What

they attract me is that they not only bring me a

completer and more interesting world, but also

help me explore the possibilities of my

cognition. Since I was a child, I have always been

ridiculed by my peers and elders because of my

metaphysical ideas and questions. At that time, I

felt that my thoughts and questions must be

naive and ordinary things that others had

already figured out and solved. Until college

age, I read Schopenhauer's article.

Schopenhauer's thoughts brought me a

resonance that hit my soul, and it made me feel

my self-worth. From then on, I fell in love with

philosophy. With the study of philosophy, I

extended my interest to physics and other basic

sciences, because they can bring me similar

feelings. I once thought that philosophy and

basic sciences are subjects that everyone needs

to learn, because they can make people

understand themselves inwardly and the world

outwardly.



How is being an artist nowadays?

The current explosive growth of the art

market has brought great changes to the

lifestyle of artists and the way the art market

operates. The amount of capital in the entire

art market is indeed expanding rapidly, but for

artists, it doesn't have much to do with it.

Behind the expansion of the art market are

longer cooperation chains and more

diversified business models, such as NFT.

Artists who should have played one of the

most important roles in the art market are

becoming less and less important. As a young

artist, I can feel that a set of contradictions is

becoming more and more intense in the field

of art. The contradictions between artists who

pursue freedom, self-satisfaction and desire

to be understood by more people and the

companies who pursuit of profit and want to

take a share of the expanding art market

capital and curatorial and academic hosting

who pursuit of academic influence, only care

about the response in the academic field. I can

understand the goals pursued by each of

them, and they are doing the right thing from

their standpoint. These three types of people

who are difficult to understand each other are

bound to work together nowadays, and there

must be conflicts between them. From the

standpoint of the artist, I think that the artist

is the least good at fighting for the right to

speak and dominate among these people. So, I

think that the importance of artists in the field

of art will become less and less important over

time.

Did you change your style over the years? In

which way?

Before I deciding to come to the United

States, I was a painter. At that time, I would go

to nature to paint landscapes almost every

week. After I started preparing for the MFA

application, I met a lot of conceptual art and

was deeply attracted by it. From then on, I

gave up my identity as a painter and

transformed into a conceptual artist. As a

conceptual artist, I never limit the materials

and forms of my works. The works I have done

over the years cover almost all forms of art,

such as painting, printmedia, sculpture, fiber,

animation, sound, performance art, etc. Now I

am preparing for my series of exhibitions,

which are composed of four consecutive

exhibitions. They carry the possibilities of my

cognition and the possibilities of human

cognition in my mind.

Did you enjoy cooperating with us? The Bold

Modern will be held on new international art

festival programs all around Europe? Would

you like to join us?



Working with you is very pleasant. I look forward to working with you again in the future. Please be

sure to notify me when these projects when you are calling for artist.


